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Frdni corej Crmrwnq al hi 1 IQ ini above 
the rfonp blue waters of the Gull □! 
Mexico. a pair of nimbly markod 
3246th Tea-i Wing aircraft venture out 
fffitn Eglanori a rout] no bombing 
wrtM ThoTelonhaa the 
performance in dean copfiguralign io 
at&y with the heavily Lnden F-1SE 
Strike Eagle throughout tha miMfon, 
IhuB making ir die ideal duns plane 

Buck cover Maintaining an air ol 
widiEference to the goings on around 
in, an immaculate F 15C [irm tho 33rd 
TatdrtJ Fighter Wing I.TFW) basks in 
iho glory of a sunny afternoon at 
Egltn. An Lmpiettrv* total of over 90 
F- 15a ol various murks 1 rooai" at the 
bapu dl year round 


Photo dope; Cameras as 
always are Nikons, those days 
the superb new F-4S models. 
Lenses range from 15 mm to 
SiOOrttm. Film is Kodachrome 
64 with few exceptions. Air-to- 
air shots were taken irom a 
T-3S Talon belonging to the 
Munidons Systems Division's 
3215th Test Wing, 


Title Pftge Kavcnng In low ovur chn 
a 20lti SpocwJ Opo muons 
Squadron [SOS) HHJ3H Super Jolly 
Green Giant departs on a practice 
sortie Emm HUrEburl Field The 39th 
SOS, .in part oF the Let Special 
Operations W mg (SOW i. regularly 
deploys to Howard AFH m Panama l<? 
further enhance the squad ron't 
oporaftune] capabilities 

Right Silling cumlortahly Uia 33«4h 
Tarf Wing T-3S Talon, the aufhor 
head# out over ihe Gull of Mmttco 
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Introduction 


Up in Florida's nOrlh-wealempanliAndte, 
close io the beaches known to folks in the 
deep south as the 'Redneck Riviera’, hoe Eglin 
Air Force Base. Eglin haa many fascinating 
distinctions, and chief among them ia lo 
awesome size:! with 720 square miles of Land 
ranges and auxiliary airfields, plus almost 
100,000 square miles of instrumented water 
ranges, Eghn (and contiguous Hurlbun Field) 
is by far the largest Air Force base in the 
western world, This enormous base has been 
in continuous Air Force use since the early 
1930s, when it was established as a gunnery 
and bombing facility, 

Eglin has served from its fixai days 
primarily as a test base and proving ground 
for an 1 0 -ground weapons and tactics. 
Virtually every modern attack aircraft and 
weapons system has been wrung out over the 
vast Eglin ranges, Its hint or lands have also 
seen a half-century of secret dress rehersals 
for such famous military actions as the 
Doolittle Tokyo raid, the incendiary missions 
over German and Japanese cities, and the 
tragically unsuccessful Son Tay PQW rescue 
in North Vietnam, 

Eglin r s host unit, and biggest tenant, is (he 
Munitions Systems Division, an outfit that tes ts 
and evaluates a complete range of non¬ 
nuclear weapons systems. Detachments from 
every major Air Force command - the 
Strategic Ail Command, the Tactical Air 
Command, the Military Airlift Command, etc 
are permanently on hand to monitor projects 
and developments of interest to them. And ihe 
Division’s 3246th Test Wing flies a collection 
of current Air Force tactical aircraft to support 
these missions. 

Another big-ume tenant is the Tactical Air 
Warfare Center, fountain-head of current 
wisdom in the fields of tactical electronic 
Warfare, reconnaissance, and specialized 
crew training, fls Blue Flag and Green Flag 


exercises held several limes a year provide 
ultra-realistic training in the areas of 
command, control, and electronic counter- 
measures, all set against up-to-dale real world 
events and contingencies. The TAWC's 4405th 
Test Squadron supports these programmes 
with tost flights in A-10, F-1S, F-lfi, F-4, and 
RF-4 aircraFt, plus various Cramers and utility 
twins, 

Almost lost in this test and research 
environment is a full-up combat F-15 wing, the 
33rdTactical Fighter Wing. The outfit's dues 
squadrons fly the newest C and D models of 
the magupficenl Eagle interceptor: they have 
their own tactically secure mini-base on the 
far side of the main runways. The 33rd is a 
maximum-ieadiness fighter wing that traces 
its roots to the 33 rd Pursuit Croup flying P-4Cts 
in the days before Pearl Harbor, 

Down the road to the west is ’Special Ops' 
•country at HurLburt Field. State-of-the-art 
rescue techniques are the province of those 
warriors, along with secret capabilities for 
infiltration, resupply, and removal of special 
operations ground forces. The Hurlbun ramp 
hosts some of the mosl modern and infernally 
complicated aircraft in the American 
inventory, most of them exotically 
instrumented for zero-zero Hying and 
navigation to any point on earth. 

While at Eglin/Hurlbuit. we were squired 
around tirelessly by the MSD's peerless 
public affairs officer George Robe ns; kudos 
also Ee his boss. Capt Susan Brown, for 
arranging everything with total efficiency. 
Like all active US bases, Eglin, and especially 
Hurlbun, are closed to casual visitors. But a 
good beifor the afficiotiadc in the Fort Walton 
Beach area is the superb Eglin Armament 
Museum, located at the main gate on Florida 
Route 85- 
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Tresrdang cuotnUy ao js me! tp scvH tho pauii wash hu rachei kige boon, a 
rmig-Jtd maintainor climba, jitiu.iTii F-1 SC &6-173, ail ftittroll clhe rw:=f known af 
13w tkjaa" '(srttmipjol'. Wearing' Ih® famous 'CulJ Spini' mumJ juni below iSio 
Erc^jcpLi. LK.ia particular Eagle u the 1 Cadillac' or’he 72 aiia nrf F-L 5 i';eei baaed ai 
Eglin 







Green machines 


The world erf USAT Special Opqra[ifln* Forces (SQF) is a clandestine one, io pui 
Li mildly. A large chunk cE th*ir operstiora] capability U provided try QUA 
.twosome boast, ttio Sikorsky HH-E3M Slipe* Jelly Grcua Guml. Pail of ihe Sfflh 
&0S based at Hurlbiut Field, this 'Glani u taxiing eui at dm* before departing 
on a tow-level neining minion over (he ordenscve tenges which surround Eglw. 
The distinctive angling of the huge rotor hub which cha.i-acietiies the Wh53 in 
csmrng mode is clearly visible in rhu head, on shot 
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Left There's no way anyone lb goihg to take this crew by suipruu [ram the rear! 
Hiding behind i]io heavily tinted visor of hw bonodome. the aortal gtinneT pUiiys 
'tail-end Charlie'. squatting behind an atierenl, but eHecUvu, .SO i-elbi e machine 
gun Thu liGnti-ihiikU r IS firmly attached. in a cum done mourning Ehia puiTtculai 
l^nfrguratiOn having proven lImLT in lice jungtea of Vwtnarn. Tho 30th SOS i# 
currently pawing Hi HH-&3Hh onto tho ] SSOlh Com bill Crow Training Wtitg at 
Kurland API, New Mexico, asnewly rehirbahtd J models leach Hurlbuii Fluid 
hom Sikorsky Eventually the Juliet model will be the sole type ope trued by the 
20 th SdJ5, a total el IS helicopters bemg so squadron BJiengih. During the rucum 
invasion of Panama, Super JoiLius Irom the 2Qth SOS wore heavily involved, In 
inserting Special Ope ratio Tie Force 5 and Combat Control Team# In crucial 
target areas. These helicopLora wore especially Eertted down tn.Fapu AF'fl ior 
Operation Just Cause in MAC C 5s 


Above As 'S701 ‘ gets closer to the camera more detail# ol dm potent Super Jolly 
Green Ci.int rnrr.e :n:o focus Thu small turret IthMlod JUS t to lllu loft Of the nose 
gear oemtuiiu dip FLCP lewivt r. a system which is ala vod, ic ihe ANyAAQ-10 
radar. Protruding menacingly Erom both crew doors are a pair of 7.62 mm 
TTurugun#, these weapons possessing the ability to dear a ],ending mns □!enemy 
forces rapidly . The standard operational crew ole 'CUnt comp rum# the pilot, 
co-pilot, flight eftgLttoat, pararoscue specialist {PJ") and. aerial gunnor. Should a 
fire, light develop, however. Hus engineer and fhePJ can also be relied ujrenio 
rbUttllr handle a weapon 
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The floral* hp.it «n bo oppressive it 
the better time*, bul whefiyou'tB 
fuLly SLUted-up. galling in a dark green 
'owm", with twp Ur^ lurboshafls just 


jJikBCj lhe JiMtnnnE Ipirtporritu rotj So 
baithvg-pflrmr, (tie only ihrng toft io da 
» open o window, at, in Hub- cut, 
two. Thertidfpn are* on thn 'Giani is 
heavily gJaivd Offering excellent 
TiaibihCy tn the crow, bin one? the 
load atn [ts flyaiy (he men up front me 
going to be rather vulnerable. 
However, the ptlOle' posterior |« 
■Jtordod some prelection in the Horn 
ol armour plaiod crew Beau 
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Left Aa waih all beJicgpfo Ft. the MH-53 pamu a nice engine heai pdctuxe for an 
inlrarod Hiking miEsile to lock tm id. One eoludon. la Oui pietafom a to 6s an 
tnlrwed cciLntermea*uxif, or Dimply [RCM, set to help rn.uk Iho heai problem. 
The heart at Hit ERCM *y*fom i< an electrically heated bnck which form* a 
bnlltanily pmirnifol kuico o! ffl radiation. The vanoiu pane* ati the 1RGM act u 
ihuiioii, a ewepoler releasing enuinemi from Hie urui tn a Mxpiojico ii thinks 
will confuse iho muflLlo'aaifokBT head mos i effectively. The MH-53 J-.aa an ERCM 
boiled la each apeneon which give* n soiM 3flO degree protection 

Above Unlike ihe relaftyoly new IBCM system, ihe General Electric CAU-JBf A 
7.B2 mm mrnigun has been araimd Eor a* long as Ihe Super Jolly, ok bapltam oi 
fire taking place in ihe at™ ever South Vietnam. The weapon can fire an 
impressive 4000 round* per minute, and, asemhe neon lier e, ia firmly mounted 
wnhm j Meet U-shaped bracket which give* Ihe gunner a large field nf fire 
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Aim Thu toll unit on she 'Giant U a Compact dOugn which has chn nc[ 0 fl hide 
sum™ il was firal flown on ilic pioiciypc 5^86 bade in October 1964. An intricate 
pwcfl ad fen, live ml t*ior u dims ctf -h- m-oie vulnerable pans of thn MH- 53. The 
weathctureen theloadingedge of the roiarblades indicate* justhewhard 
Llul-ac! aircraft uo flown 



Klfltit RflccKjcuiaiilci hy uigrar ralsuinl ndcrae,! recently deJtveiod, MH-S3J 
apcu.ids mil over thd Hllllburl Field pan. Basic.tLIy Ihu name .cs thn H model. Lh» 
laHral Super folly Cieeit Giam vanaru ha* had nselS-weather, day/iughi 
capability further unproved by Sikorsky in a progi ahihte endued Pa™ Lew 
Enhanced. Commencing in 1963, a imi! of 31 MH.S3]s hawi* been convened by 
Sikorsky, the majoiiiy tatog cm; -Bin vo and Charlie models, alihough soma HousL 
model It 5Ts h.wd also been Pave Low Enhanced 



20 






















LsftTmning lights abluro. the KH-53H sits momentarily on the Huilbun tamp 
awaiting clearance from the tower to take off. Tim 20ih SOS Qy a vary 
demanding tttlastOfi and llus training they undertake u am rnatistie an can be 
mAde possible. This Sometime* fends to aecidanU however, find two Hotel 
model H43& have been ]o*t by the squdt on over the put decade. The Att Force 
has Top laced the** toil helicopter* with suJubLy modified HH-S3Cs. One of the 
distinguishing features ot the Super JnlLy Green Giant Enmily are thn dinifedly 
patterned engine intake cover*. These largo dovice* eel as filion'particle 
separator*, thus minimising the nib of damage to the twin THi Him dual and 
debris 

Below Surrounded by 8th SOS MC- 1-30E Hercules. the mow carefully go 
through their pielltghi checks bclmc powering away from the squadron ramp, 
The HR CM seta can be clearly *aen batted to die sponaons and the miniguns 
Hand ready Tor action- Tho sut-btajded rotor la based on the device fitted is die 
S-S4 Sky crane, another Sikorsky product. Beth utendum and itecl combine to 
farm the rotor-head used. whilst the blades are of alumimum constroclion, The 
i™ Tata are as highly raied « any fitted to Ibo HS3 lamlly oE foalieoplen* each 
producing 3S2S standard horsepower. The MH-&3 ta capable of attaining speeds 
o! up to 170 knees, and It can bh loads: weighing up to 9073 kg 











heft Framed agatnm a typically blue Flcnda eky, this a tutnMy camouflaged 
Sik&rslcy MH-EOC Pave Hawk hovers above Eheinnnuc alEglin. Wearing ihe 
semi 33343 m black onus N1 pylon. this helicopter (waned life ru a standard 
UM-60A Black Hawk operated by ihc [JSAF However, in 1486II became the Aral 
often helicopters scm by the Air Force to Sikorsky Support Saiwei tor 
conversion i® MH-30G Pave- Hawk spec. A dedicated SAJH me am, thu 
1981-vmlage helicopte r is assigned soiho 5Srh ARftS, baaed ai Eglm 


Above Seemingly floating In on a watery mirage, an MH -fiOG Pave Mawk cf the 
&Gtb ARPS is marshalled io its parking apoi on the hoi EgLm rump. A direct 
dweendent of ihe anil -boi n HH-fiGA Nighi Hawk , the Pave Hawk in a more 
■uiLero vennon of ibe former, but one which it stilt totally dedicated to the 
combat SAP role. Originally the An Force wu going m procure 90 Nigh! 

Hawks, the helicopter being fttted oul wifh an amraingly Bophisticated avionics 
suite which was to include FLIP, ground mapping, terram-following and terrain- 
avoidittee radar. The HtifiQ wo* to bepownrod by (wo uprated T700-GE-701 
i'j rboiluiftn. n fi|tod to Iho Navy SH-&3B Unfortunately budget cuts slashed the 
Air Force's overall funding end the Might Hawk programme was scrapped after 
only one prototype Md down. The legacy ol the programme, however, has 
evolved into thn MH-BOG. The Air Force procured 11 UH-SOAe in 1983 to act as 
trawier* and project development aircraft and it lx these titadunes which have 
been modified by Sikorsky Support Services 
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Above The &5tb ARR&operate* LS UH-60/MH-6O Hawka. aii of which are being 
convened 1o Pave Hawk agecificncjan. Thi» pamculnr machine, along with ter 
□'hers, was part oE ihn original USAV procurement (rotn Sdtaraky, a further ten 
UK-GDi being obtained Item Sikorsky m I‘333 As with the Mil-53, the refuelling 
pi obe eti din Pave lta.v.k ei-iendis beyond (bo diameter oE the hBlnoopter's rotor 
b-ndr-n before connecting wiihlha tonket aircraft. two Ait NadnnaJ Guard 
Unils, the L2riiK and 2l0ih ARKS, me aim oinenily receiving small numbers oE 
MH-EDOb, (heap aircraft replacing HH-3Ea of Vietnam vintage 

Right The camgciflngo scheme on the MH-fiO la based tut [hat worn by the 
veio ran HH-3E ]oliy Green Giant, a hokicoptor Ihe proposed Nigtn Hawk was 10 
replace. The recently delivered MH-SOCs have die alr-io-air nftwltlnp probe 
developed far die Night Hawk Btied to (he nose, as well aa a 117 US gailon 
uottiiiril aiiiihnry fool tank and a Enel management system integrated rnlo the 
Euaelage. Eventually, Pave Low m avionics, u Sued to the MH-53J, will be 
grafted onto ilto mh □! the slock Sikorsky, thus giving iha heUtsopier true Pave 
Hawk capabihnns 
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Mere renumswnl oJ an 'Eagle FTtght' 
mitCL-pn dep-HI U;ig a dusty jnnqlo sinp 
in South Vimiuun than a viucmg feui. 
»hip raiumtng horns tlftm 
depJoif ril0]U *0 EgJin a qu.irisii ol 
Miriiw C&tpa UK-1 tf 'Twtn‘ Hueys 
head, up country into the at'llmg nun, 
Ttio taoihlias available to tou ry 
wuiged cjuwb ai tho esienaiva Eglui 
range* attract* stjudtens iron', both 
tha Army uuitfct Mantio Corps, an 
weJ] op rHjpqdont Ait Forte tmlw 
{USAF phofa) 










Lockheed 

muscle 



Two <rf (he mare spetiamed. types 
operated by die USAF share ramp 
space as Hurlburt Field, The powdery 
grey Hercules in die foreground u a 
] 6th SOS AC. 13DH Pave Spectre' 
g-unship, CKH0 of ic n Down by this elite 
unit. AH K model giuinbipsstjijiBdljfa 
u C* 13HE*. unci all had erase mb ve 
serial numbers ranging front 69-8567 
through tP 89-6577 They had served 
briefly with the US A!'before bemg 
aem to LTV E.syntoms Pgr gunship! 
cemvonHon., the aircraft then going to 
Ihe 16th SOS ai Ubdn Royal Thai Air 
Euan for their baptism oJ fire over 
Soulh Vietnam. The Spectre gurubipa, 
were upgraded te their cu iron 1 spec 
in 1973 when new AIImmi T-5EA-15 
engine! replaced dig old T-36A-7a. 
The Air Force also look thru 
opportunity to standardise die 
avtonac* pnd weapon! fit throughout 
die AC-l30Hfleer. The large blister 
just forward of the ■graphic mural on 
69-6673 wnlunsdie vitally important 
Black Crow Direction Finder 
equipment. Technically called the 
AN/ASD-B, Black Crow u tuned to 
pick up dm noiw emitted by Soviet 
automotive ignition system*. Sitting m 
lua siadan widiin the mid section ui 
Ihe AC-13d. the electronic warfare 
officer fEWO) charged widi 
operating Black Crow Is alerted te the 
presence o£ a target dirough an 
audible tone, backed up by a visual 
'blip' appearing on has radar scope 


at 










Left A suitably canm -iTi.igud liquid iuiT9f«n i,mk is used by a 'gtoundie' Is 
replenish the jncrill'i internal supply ol the «tal cooling substancci Rotund his 
shoulder i* the AN/ALO-24A stabilized tracking so*, an important device which 
houses Ihn 'ayai gflhi gunstlip - Ihe AN,'ASQ- :4Si;V| Low Light Level 
Television (LLLTVjuid the Koiad A VO-IB Luei Tugqi Dosicpui ict.< Itango r 
Both systems ope rain iu our? m a combat situation. allowing the crew to firstLy 
Uncle, and then neutralize hostile forces at any nine, day or night . 

Below . and if you'i e-unlorninjiii enough ip be ihg design-ated target of thu 

particular weapon you vnlj most certainly be neutralized' The iitjrij] equivalent 
of the battleship's broadside, the crusty 105 mm cannon as the largest calibre 
weapon mounted us any aircraft in the world, Rasicallty a carnageless Aitny 
howitzer, the gun has proved effective over (he jungles □( Vietnam, Granada 
und Panama, fairing the place of aim of the 40 mm- Rotors guns, the LOS has a fully 
trainable mounting which is staved to the computer sighting system ALihnugh 
not easy to leload, an arpchsimd craw can achieve the amazing fixing rate of 
10 rounds par minute ■snih this weapon The dome alongside the howiizi-T 
contains the AM, 1 APO-1&0 Beacon Tracking radar whilst the gun 1o its left Li a 
IdnimMJA! BofoT® cannon, a weapon which was originally mounted in tandem 
on the AC- 3 30E The red m tizzies bolted onto the Howitzer and the Rotors act as 
Hash, sopprodaora when the weapons are fired 
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The Hate] model AC- I30i u« Hdui 
fltd and [Lend mciill, although Ihoy 
are maintained in excellent condition. 
However, du* Tl LOiEGS, Air Torco 
Reserve. pjy Uvo jjcwsa vrilh even 
alder Spente gunalups. die untr 


jmnuil of pride, the surviving AC- 
130Aa convened to ihe gunship spec 
hack in ] 997/68, Seen high ever ihe 
Eg Lin range, this Hark, serial 50QI I, 
has been tulfy updated to tnalch the 
AC-130H in every depanmenl ojrenpi 
[Or LlipCWiMplanl Flying from Duke 
Field, (hoTilthSOS currently has 
nine AC-lKAimn srrengih. li u likely 
Ihal die 71 ] rh Will acquire AC-J30H& 
from the lBlh SOS an the kinr 
receive* freshly mod.Bud AC- L HOC 


inodEBihd version ©E the Hughes 
ANEAPO-70 digital ilree*air*] radar, 
i tried end tosied system which hai 
down for many years in ihe F-1B 
Eagle family el Bghierv. Other 
avionics echodntod to be installed 
include ihe Texas Enfflrumenia FUR, 
Bail AoieapaCT U?w Light TV, a head- 
up display for ihe pilot. new 
eleorotuc w-jxfai© dtvj™, uprated 
navigation equipment baron/ftevlar 
armour prelection, b.rd. wealhnr 
attack radar and an air-to-air 
refuelling probe. A iota! at 12 AC- 
IWVltn achodulod, lo be 
purchased, allowing the remaining 
Alpha model gunships to be finally 
retired (WSAf Rmmem phex&) 
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Led Opt-T.iiLr.tj alongside the-triool November model H.C- LJCsera five 
HC-LSOPa. this particular machine, conimaLuig Upwryimln the hasyvkies 
above Egiin. being (ho youngest member or the fleet. As with ,UJ oifoei 
SSth ARfto HC- L 30Pa. dua aircraft has had the gut wrcnd-.mrf Felton Recovery 
System larki removed from the noso. allhough the ratio mo retains the 
distinctive chisel profile synonoirious with this igrparanis The puipoea ef ihc I.irqt.- 
whne markings near the roar crew dear la isnknawn 

Below A Hercules ol a far Ease aggressivenature,this rescue HC-13QN ti seen 
recovering altar a training sortie. An even rarer variant than the iotmuldble 
AC- LSD, only I5 N models were ever belli by Lockheed. iluw of which are 
assigned m iha &5th ARR5. The first lanker version ol the ubiquitous Hareutai 
delivered to the USAF, she If C-13QN reached rescueunits at abaui she same limn 
as the KH-.3C Jedy Croon Cianl helicopter, thus giving ARRS squad ions a world¬ 
wide rescue capability. NASA's space programme was at Us peak during this 
period and the HCMatiNu, with theirdoisallvmounted Cook Eleclnc Company 
Tartars, proved vital m the recovery of astronauts and iheir capsules 
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lr*fl The angular nose profileatike HC-130P can be beiim appinri.ned from that 
head on «i™. When ngi dnpLgyod ibo forks would Jay folded back alongside 
Itm now of 1hs HcrcuJea Unlike the N model, the HC- L30P retain* thg 3 giecn. 1 L 
tank, which, kite die NoveniboT, u pLumibgd.to twoogiboard drogue refuelling 
siahgn*. Beside* lho 55i>- AH.RS, Hie 67th Special Operations Group m RAF 
Woodbrsdga, th& 33id AfLFLS 41 Kadena and ifui !&50ih Ggmtal Clow Training 
Wing at KirM.-iTirL AFfl all fly HC-l30Pe Two Guard units. Uiu J02nd and, mih 
ARPS, also operate HC-JSOPs 

Ahovo WUhth* RESCUE lilting crudely removed from us huge slab call fin, 

HC- i SOW B5S23 ctULies past Ilia Eglin control Cowoi. lacking bg-lh Ijig FutlOO 
equip room and the fuselage mourned Mental J 900 US gallon luol tank of die 
HC-130H. the November model Hercules is otherwise cdemignl 10 ns more 
common cousin The ublu.iti.on of ihn 3) mode]' h no ria I refuelling capability will 
steadily increase in the near future as the 55ill ARR5 becomes fully gpotaUenal 
with the MH '80Q Pavo Hawk 











High! The final squadron within (fie lai Special Operaiignf Wmg oil 
EgLm/Hulburl tg (he Bth SOS equipped with the sophisticated. MG-i 3QE Cbrnbaf 
Talon ifH- l-j mile* Clearly visible in (hie ultra widn -incrlo sho1 are (he Fallen 
RecdVQiy forks, 8di SOS MG-130* being ihe only Hercules Lef t at EgUnfHull&urt 
equippedwuhthissystem Operatingwithaenwof 11, theComberTd-fen 
aircraft #ro equipped with* highly specialised terrain following mdnr. FLIH 
pod.elsaifliuc cp-uegnueasurefl suite, atiiomuriatlly computed drop release 
system and an aerial dellveryj’cumlainer deployment device. Dwnng Ihe 
invasion of Grenada in October LftfiS the MC- ] 30a oE the 8lh SOS we re mvolvnci 
in the iiue rtion of US Army Rangers and a USAF Gnmbai Control Team at feitii 
Saiuuia airfield, During this mar's rdo 14* operationthe MC-ISOs were supported 
by 16th SOS Spectre Gunships, A total el HMC S30Ep were delivered toiho An 
Fores tnlhe early 1 STOei, and their ranks are currently being swoliod sri1h the 
delivery of 24 MC-130Ha r converted to Cbmbflf Talon fl aiandat da by Lockheed. 
Air Services of California. 

Above Thia aircraft is a bn. of a mystery machine. Wearing the re ml 50971 on its 
tai] r and rubor flush' Playboy Bunnies' un a single blade oi each prop, Oils 
Hercules is actually a HC-13W. the most common rescue imnsni of ihe C-L30 
bmlt for the USAF The mystery lies m the fiicl that no Hole] model Harks are 
baaed al Eglm, and according to current serial alloc a done this particular aircraft 
doesn't n.TLst! The large dorsal RTS radar fairing synonymous with due model 
Hercules ti also mining from 50ft J l 
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Eglin 

Eagles 


nmp) , i a fast of money lied up Lit this 
impressive Itne-up? Oanvnltf 
roiaffing nl about MO milhon, you 
would need a milwr largo calculator 
1o work oui the overall valun at ihti 
'MUcf at 33rd Tactical Fighter Wing 
(TFW) F- tSCa and Da. All wearing the 
proud eagle motif on the mudu of 
their fo-m , the red trimming on these 
aircraft indicates that they belong lo 
the 60th Tactical FtghltJ r Squadron. 
The 30rd TFW cut i truly operates 73 
Eagles from Eglin,. the majcniy of 
these aircraft having loft the St Louts 


ago. Shn-lioring from the baking 
midday sun. two ground tnotmicians 
go about repairing a small wiring 
tiUll neat ihe narboard AJM-7 
Sparrow trough. The poworcan is 
plugged in io allow the "groundies' in 
Gro up the F-15 s weapons 
managemeni system 















































Opposite above Bt below ALl33rd TFW F-3Bi wear the standard Air Force two 
letter tailcode*, but one machine is distinctively decorated -*-uh n mnc drop 
shadow 'KG' in place of Itio black tilling Flown by one pilot, ud one pilot only, 
F- 1 SC B6173 n clearLy marked m the Wmg CO'i poT^onal mount, Besides lb* 
out lined lettering, Ihe large aerial and '33rd TFW' oding ere also unique to this 
alrereli, as u the triple So atnrpa Just forward or the pore air intake are the 
badge* of thelhree squadrons which constitute die 33rd TFW 

Above Weaving it* way through the cluttered ffihh ITS perking ramp, a CMC 
truck hauls us Lethal load of live AJM-ttLt and oswrted handling gear, The Eagle 
in die foreground Is weaponless, its sioics pylon* still jeounmg then red safety 
tugs. Once the Sidewinder* *ro soeurely ntottn<ed,die armourer will remove 
these tags and store them unul Die aiicrnli returns 
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Left and above Although already equipped with thnmg.ro Hum capable 
Northrop AN,'ALO-iSS fVJintnriijilcicmiiionnoaiure* set, (he F-LStan nLso tom 
an AN7ALQ-131 flr ALO-139 pod Irom any al its var ions weapons pylons. Thu 
particular pod ifl 3 brand new System developed by WenraghouM and is An 
active device which operate* automatically once switched cm by the pilot, 
Within He streamlined bodywork is a powerful signal piocbhdt which pida up 
and clam h a* radar onuwign*. Tbn bullet iainngs at either end of ihe pod 
contain independent jamming sea which can operale over ten separate 
wavebilldd. Depending on Shg nigne k which the ALQ-138 receive*, LI can pump 
out noise wtuch gives a blanket spread to inhibit radar lock on, or n can emit 
specially coded signals which contuse the enemy in a more subtle way. Only 
recently cleared tor Iren ding squadron use, (his particular pod u being 
carefully guided beneath the centreline stores station of (ho CQ's F- ISC 
Although ottering the pUot grealer ECM security, equipping the F- 15 with an 
ALQ store depletes his offensive arrnnmorvl by one missile, oi as Ln this case, 
reduces iho nkcralt's effective combat radius by replacing the centreline tank 
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Right With live cockpit displays all 'brad up", Ihe cranial equipped technician 
goes .lbout chocking the various nysiemi in his Eagle. The large hose 
plugged, into the aircraft just behind Ihe ncsegoar is connected to a mobile 
air-conditioning unit which m used to kwp the aircraft's hoat sensitive 
avionics cool while they are running on the ground. The tagged plastic cavers 
■rO securely fastened eve r the pitot lube and the angle of attack probe. Moisture 
must be kept oat of these sensera ■■ all cOaia, 4 difficult fast lo achieve ui the sJ]- 
enveloplng humidity of Florida 

BbIqwAII membersol the 'Golden Pride ' r ant Eagles cl the S6th ITS bask m the 
late aJtsi t noun aim, their largo canopies cranked up high to reduce the ambient 
lemperature within thetoclq*Ui. Unlike nuui other F-ES Wings, the 33rd have 
made n o attempt to lone down the markings on thetr Eagles. Perhaps the most 
unusual feature of ihmr aircraft is the full colour 'star and bar' worn proudly on 
each F- ] 5, most other ti&AF machines resorting to a black stencilled outline of 
the famous national insignia 
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Engines running, me piLet talks to 
Eglin tewer before laXLIng c?If to the 
'laai check' peirtt noarlhQ main 
rnnway, Here, meat three squadron 
ground crew wiU rapidly check the 
aircraft ever b-o tpr□ romoving the 
remaining safety pins and giving the 
pilei the traditional 'thumbs up' in 
send hntienha wny Unlike die 
majority at A3rd TFW F-lBa, this 
aircraft wears a tn&te common IBBOs 
style 'star and bar" j uat forward of the 
cantered intake 











Above CLosa (ip derail of dm starboard fin of a ®th TFS F-l 5G The fin lips on the 
F- IS each support a dlHerem sysmm in the aircraft's overall ECM sail®. Th® 
fairing ahown here containa an ns r loI (ok ihe internally mCdOltd AI.O-j 35 
system, whilii tita aft lacing dornn at the trailling edga of the fin contains a 
receiver for the Lora] ALR-56 radar -warning sytiem. THu smaller fairing 
tntmedialoly boloer the ALR-5S ho turn an anti-collision light 

Right Nose art with an historical JinV. the colourful 'Cull Spurn' logo worn on 
Colonel Sob Wendell's F-ISG has adorned the Wing CQ r s aircraft since the 
unit's F-t Phantom H days. The bLmt «nf identifies the geographical position of 
Eglin in respect Co Ills rest of Honda 

























Abovif and right Th® ramp begins to bake as the launch cycle ib mcreMed and 
the day's flying ops near their punk. Although physically cul off from his 
groundcrew. the pilot can easily commiifLiciie nriih them ihrough the intercom. 
nr by simply using the ago old practice ot hand signals 

Overleaf Flying a tight depamire forma tum. x pap-o( Eglin Eagles rotate away 
Iron* the base. The large flOO U5 gallon external tank ls a permanunt fixture an 
F-L5* throughout the Air Force. Alihtnigh capable ®[ carrying McDonnell 
Dougins FAST (Fuel and Sensor Tactical) pack* on the lower fuselage Rides, 
moil Chat tie inode] F-15a are seen with the standard twit on belly tank plugged 
into the eon I re Line stores station 



































LelH With the alUmomng tatlplans firmly angled dawn end (tin tarn light ablaze a 
56lh TFS Eagle recover* :u Eglln. Bcsidn? the almost mandatory eiinrua] tank on 
this- centreline, this aircraft has two AtM-?M Spattow miss ties mounted in the 
[award troughs. Although Urn weapons are both flhJMi, Iho active seeker heads 
allow the pilot to wnmEato lock-on with other aireralt during ACM 

Above Returning from a *hoH ACM sortie, the pilot perform* «ie*l book pitch 
and break pass over the base. As with the roll out on touchdown, llm art o( the 
perfect break 1* corwtanity practiced by F- IB driver* throughout the force 
Ooiupnienl airmanship over the buci* important tor pilots because mote often 
than not teiiow squadron mates and groundserewi* are critically anafyaing 
every move made in ihe ujtpa« above, and newa ol i floppy break or aborted 
roll soon gels around. 1 






Right Undercarriage retractedaway, diepilothead*skyward mhi* 'clean" 

FIS Mpunieri in the forward trough u the shape el in.ua.Lle technology Joi ih« 
1990a. the Hughes AMR A AM AIM-L BOA. A brand new system, ihe AIM 120 wall 
bo the main medium range missile used by both the Aar Forte and die Navy for 
the held 20 years, Although a programme dogged by coal and time overruns, 
the firUahod produci hu emerged as n truly impressive system offering far 
greater tapAbkUtaei la the ftghior pilot than ever previously achieved with the 
Sparrow. Unlike the AtM-7, ilia AMEAAM u j 'fins «id forgot' missile. the 
seeker head within the round not having to rely upon ihe filing aircraft's radar 
for guidance Travelling at speeds m excess of Mach 4. and capable of packing 
up large fa at extreme range, the AIM- ] 20 tracks na quarry on inertial guidance 
before using a small active radar dove loped by Hughes to finally home in on the 
doomed adversary The honour of receiving the fir at of 1J.OOO AIM- 120a 
cu c rirntly on order for the USAF went to (he 33rd IF W m Septembe r 1 yfifi when 
Hughes handed over several rounds at an official ceremony at the base. Much of 
the testing of the AIM-ISO was earned out by the 3246th Teal Wing at EgLm 
between ISflfi and 1930 

Below 'Carefully does if. A irioef'groundLeu' uplifts ‘Mins Lima' towards the 
waiting 59th TFS Eagle parked in. the background. Weighing in at 85,3 kilos, the 
Sidewinds r is light enough 1o be manhandled. The L model AIM- 9 has been m 
production since 1977, a total ol over 17,000 having so Ear been built The highly 
successful Sidewinder is due to be replaced tn the early 1690a by the 
internationally developed A5RAAM AIM-132A. a missile aystem which, like the 
AMR A AM, has been plagued by a prolonged development history 
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Befitting the squadron's designation, 
this F-15C. semi Bti I Eg. lb iho turn 
com mnndHM’n personal mourn, hence 
the Large S8ih TFS tiding on (be twin 
fins. The physically largo dimension* 
of Ihe twin ralahn are dcMTly 
amphaiLzad in this head on view. 
Within them are Two moveable ramps 
which oonCrdUho sir influx and 
provide a supersonic shockwave 
which slows the ingested air down 
during flight. Thu. allows the twin 
Prati & Whnney F100s to Cully utilise 
alt the air'swallowed'. A feature wen 
only on the F-1S is the tutting ability of 
the intakes, the pilot being able to 
select the angle he requires to 
ntaxutuze air ingestion. For example, 
during take-off or landing whan iho 
forward speed of die F-1S is low, the 
pilot usually angles the intakes 
through toll degrees below 
horizontal, thus feeding the engines 
with as much undisturbed airflow as 
possible. They can also 3 m raised- four 
degrees during supersonic ffllghi. 
Their movement is controlled by an 
inbuilt air data computer, this system 
also control ting the moveable ramps. 
The ali-roovuig intakes have proved 
particularly successful during tight 
ACM manoeuvring as they keep the 
local airflow around the aircraft 
powering through Co tho engines at 
high angles of attack. thus preventing 
(he possibility of compressor stab 
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Right The sharp, but espenmvo end Of Tactical Air Command's an supenonry 
capability An impressive lineup during jMueitme, Ln a crisis lituatitm urenlt 
nf the 33rd would bu dispa rted 10 all post! is at the Eg tin locale. The subtle colour 
vnnaii&ns. in the y tuys used on TAC F-ISs is clearly ovidocil in this shot, a* is the 
immaculate condition ot the Wing's aircraft 

AiiDTii Besides the ' aura and bars' national insignia and the EC tnileodos. all 
33rd TFW F-l 5a proudly wear the Wing's crest on the star board intake. The 
33rd were the first wing in the Air Force to receive Multi 'Staged tmprovemenl 
Programme (hISIPj Eagle* in the shtiurm of IfiSS. their older F-lEAs passing on 
Co Air Defence Tactical Air Command units. MSIP F-15s have had their Hughes 
APC E>3 radars replaced with the greatly improved APO-7A. plus the original 
armament conlxcl panel in the cockpit has given nay to a mulls purpose Spot t y 
video display unir{VDU>. The VT>U has boon made programmable io accept the 
new AMRAAM, as woUomhe standard Sparrow. The F-15'i internsiECM 
capabilities have also been vastly unproved through the MSIP upgrading 















Above Engle 'tail leathers", 60ih Tactical Fighset Squadron style. The 
cnnsLduT.ilile sue of the F-15 'j twin Fin* bestow upon (he aireraJl excellent 
handling characteristics ai high Mach ntunhon. plus c uducu iho chances of the 
fin and rudder being rendered useless during high angle of aback manoeuvres 

Right Intakes angled slightly forward, a “Golden bride' Eagle departs Egltn on a 
leuithp A. CM mission. The abundance ol military hardware in the stale of Florida 
means lhe 33rd TFW pilots get io Dy diasunilai sir camhn sanies with a variety 
of different aircraft, the wide ope n spaces ova r the Gulf often being their 
preferred ''playground' 
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JLbeve Hung lin can cJ USAF lsiuc 'woncJor shine* sp-ray io good effect, a 5&lh 
TF5 'gioundta' iiimsflSISE inlo a metallic masterpiece, shimmering mThe 
htimW FgLin heal. Lake several other 33rd TTW Eagles, this F-]Shrta Ova low vw 
star and bar emblazoned on iu fuselage, The overall Jiruah of die Eglin Eagles 
belies the fan rhai lhey are Down hard and fasi virtually every day of die year, 
and is an excellent adven for I he level e! maintenance performed on die aircraft 
by the gitawidciews of die 33rd TTW 

Rlghl Somewhat elder ih*n ihe majority cl the F-iSsal Eglin la U 12*. Mmol 
nine Eagles ope rated by the 3jU6lhTest Wing. An early production A model 
buiH in LftM, this Eagle wears the ‘CKT trilcodes and chequered fin tip striping 
of the «SSih Teat Squadron, JilsI like the frontline F- ISs which dominate iho 
huge Florida base, the Teat Wing Eagles are main lamed in pristine condition 
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drop nbadow lettering is the squadron CO’snwunl, die highly stylized 
chequered stripe atop the twin Hut being unique to this particular nutehllte, Emir 
ut L9$i. ihia particular aircraft w.ia putted from the batch o[ Eagles delivered to 
die 36th Tactical rtghtor WingatBitburg, Germany. m IMS. The latter Bhoi 
shows a more standard nui squad ron Eagle, the «8Sih g-poTaiipg one Alpha and 
Jpur Charlie model F-l 5a Owning a varied Heel of frontline types, the 4435th n 
an outfit unHlte any other in Tactical Air Command, the squadron being charged 
with die reifMMiuHelify of developing and leaning new weapons and tactics 
associated with TAG aircraR 

Right Airbrake deployed, the MfiSth TS teat pilot Shows the 33rd TFW boys how 
ii should be done on recovery after a bool proving (Light. Tho ground clearance 
between the exhaust nonlea and tho Eglin tarmac is barely more than two tee-i, 
this separation distance varying Little during the toll when the F-15 is being 
handled by an experienced pilot. The position ol the ram, air qperatod airbrake 
u less Shan saltafaciory Eroau a pilor* viewpoint, but when the aireralt was 
designed 11 was found thatlhis was the only space available Tor it. Whan tho 
airbrake is deployed the pilot's rearward vision Is virtually obliteraled: an 
unfortunate situation to bo in should an enemy fighter manage to join tho Landing 
pattern around an F-l 5 base 
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OppaiLic jbnTfl Surrounded by the vital 'Me support' systems associated with a 
modem fighter being primed Eot a sortie, a 3246ih Ted Wing (TW1 F-fSD 
prepares to receive an AMRAAM round. Designated & JAIM 2 EDA, the missile 
wears « yullaw rtnjM around ila midriff, thus denoting ie as being live. The 
trolley driver will carefully ease Ilia missile up towards the mourning "U" rings 
which protrude front the lower fuselage, the final mating of AMRAAM .rad Cagle 
being closely overseen by his lellow armourer. The distinctive small tins which 
help guide the missile during Right have yet ie be added. Tho 3345th was 
responsible [or testing (ho AMRAAM before it entered squadron service, 138 
rounds being expended by the unit's F-15s and F- 16a over lha 'electronic 1 
ranges at Eghn 

Opposite below Firmly secured to its trolley, a practice AJM-SHi round points 
toward* Lta eventual customers The small Threkoi TX.-6S3 solid motor mstalled 
in the Luna end Mile model Sidewinders has a mission time of only 80 seconds, 
thus restricting die effective range of the missilo to 17.7 km f 11 mile*). The latest 
version of the Sidewinder, tho AJM.9R, hop a totally now imaging infrared 
seeker head fitted to it which has increased tho look On range of the missile 
appreciably 

Above Although surrounded by CBlh7]jfR cluete r bomb undls, Hits rather tatty 
F-lSD will not have io ruin ns elegant lines by hauling those devices skyward 
The rapidly peeling decal on (he fin cl ihia aircraft denotes that tho 3246th are 
part of the Air Force Systems Command, The unique 'All 1 mil code stands [or 
Armament Division, the Wing being responsible for much of the coating 
associated with new mutuitces about to onler service with die Air Force 
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Ltdl A completely diifa rant bread ol twin nob Eagle. The distinctively 
camouflaged F-1SE is the latest membe r of ihe Eagle family to enter USAF 
service, albeil in far smaller numbers than originally planned. Thu particular 
airframe, 860] flfl, waa the third Stake Eagle delivered to die Air Force , having 
arrived at Egtln in lata 1987. Since that date it has bean heavily involved in Hus 
■Sdek Eagle’ programme, a rattier aptly named eerie* of Bights which has ieen 
much of the aircraft 1 * offensive ordcwnce cleared for operational: service 



Above Bwide* the pair oE Delta model F-15 twin tuba flown by the 3240fti. two 
earhai generation Beta model Eagles are also oh the operational meter. Totally 
devoid oE Hares, this Eagle i* caught junt eu the gear is completing itn retraction 
cycle. A total of 50 two-soal F-L3Bs were built by McDonnell Douglas at iho.r St 
Louis plant between 1673 and 1979 
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Throughout lho J 5trafc Eagle - programme lie F-1 BE has had ii truly awesome 
'oticydnprfH 1 -of wflJipnjy hung from ila many Hern pylons However, lie 
ordnance being mourned biraeatfi die pen wmg jn this instance le most 
definitely mol of the offoiwivo kind. Emphasising the heavy civilian impw into lie 
tesnng of new systems, two leehuicwu from Dyn Corp check (ho fitting of four 
cine camera mounts onto the soon l.e be CBU-laden 3240 th SirLke Eagle. The film 
from the following loitn will be thoroughly analysed by McDonnell Douglas 
and Air Force personnel ie ensure that the F-15E«m safely operate within ils 
design parameters with CBU eanmslera a rived to iha fuselage pyloni. Millions 
of foot ef lihu will have been shot by the time the ’Seek Eagle' programme 
bushes 
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Abo™ r ally bombed up with camera* at the ready, lire Tem Wing crew urn cm 
Cowards the Egtin runway. The visibility oCfei ed co the crew la superb in die 
F-I6E, * design Feature not available lo personnel flying TAC'a other main strike 
tnlerdtctor, the thundering f -1L l. "This aircraft ta carrying Iho manimum 
pdaaible load el CPUs cleared for Che F-I5E, the four AJM- SLa paired on each 
shoulder pylon allowing the poor co indulge in ACM should the opportunity 


Opposite above From this angle the Strike Eagle look* positively 
overburdened with ordnance end ojdorml tanka. oapectuLly when tFs 
compared to die small and physically clean T-30 beeping a 


Opposite below Bathed in dto worm afternoon aunJighl which makes Florid* Ihe 
flying haven Chit it is. the Test Wing pair commence a gentle dintblng mm over 
the powdery beaches below 
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Previous pages The unique natureoETon Wing flying is graphically illustrated 
by thm two-ship formation cruising at altitude over ilit Gull. Proving flu-his. 
undertaken by the Wing usually Involve two .isrcTaft: the one under ceil, and. j 
chase plane accompanying n to ensure everything yat-u according in plan. The 
workhorse of ihe 324tiih is the Northrop T 36A Talon. the Wing having five 
pOcket rocknlfl.' on strength Capable of CTULBUtg at speeds ni e*e**a Of Mich. 1, 
ilvo T-36 can stay with most types that pass ih tough EgLm under u«t 

Left The crews <□! both aircraft keep in radio contact Shnoughoul the duration et 
the flight, Iho educated eyes in the Test Wing Toton adding a further dimension 
so ihe data collection tor the Strike Eagle programme Although flying the 
venerable USAF last jet tramei on today's ituaaiori, the Talon ei«w could bo 
sealed lu the F. 3 BE tomorrow lusting another possible weapons hi 

Above While lasting goes on as Eglin and Edwards, brand now Strike Eagles 
are steadily leaving the St Louis production line and heading to either Luke AFB, 
Arizona. or Seymour-johnson AFB m North Carolina. At Luke ihny are operated 
m the training role by the WJSth Tactical Training Wing (TTW), a urut which also 
Dies Alpha, Boia, and Peha tnodeL F-1 Ss, as well as F-10fighting Falcon*. On the 
other sided the coiiiiliy. the 4th. TFW hoa, boon steadily trading in their weary 
F 4Es Tot tnctory-Eresli Strike Eagles. Eventually the Wing will be equipped with 
12 F-ISEs split between three squadrons. The U5AF was originally looking et 
procuring 398Strike Eagles, but the budget cut* in E&&3/BS reduced this 
number appreciably to 2QQ airframes only, thus halving TAC's Imure low-level 
inlordiclorcapability m the process. To ollaei those drastic cum. Strategic Ait 
Command Ffe-111* ere currently being rotnanulachired as F-111 Cfa and 
reissued to TAC squadrons. The abundance ot haxdpomi* fitted to dm F-15E is 
clearly evident lu this photo. The long thin torpedo shapuel pod titled, beneath 
the port intake »the targeting portion of Ihe twin podded lew-Altitude 
Navigation and infra-red Cor Night t LANHRNi system, a vital piece of kil which 
allow* the crew et the Strike Eagle to deliver Us ordnance with pm-point 
accuracy during the hours of darkness, oi Lti minimal visibility weather 
cundiuuna. Within the targeting pod is a Laser designator, missile hereaighi 
corrol'VOT and a high -resolution > LUt, this vital device possessing a range of 
about IfikmfiQmUesl 





The grey 
ghost 


juji ntfl Iho venerable F-t Phantom H 
perform* many of ihe intiitg uib in 
the balling California sun at Edward*, 
a largo fleet of "bout winged, birds 
Irani St Ifout*' nEio ply the modat 
Flortcta tribe* above Eglm. Unlike 
Iheir west coast brethren, iho Haud.i 
F-4* hivs retained the muster grey 
ft±.E*h which more befit* their stature 


a* combat voter An*. Departing on a 
column of raw power provided by it* 
rasping twin General Pccinc J79S. 
lhj*F-4£ wciti Iho 'OT 1 code Jet tot a 
Of lllc ‘MfiStii Teal Squndron flswilh 
all Test Squadron machines, this FH is 
irLUntatnod in showroom condition 
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Left Cnnop le s cranked back, this mtmaeuliie M is undergoing a poiiodic 
inspection an (Jfia squadron TFimp, The 'gTOUndies' have Unlatched Chili pnjicils 
which cover the various Euel hues lhju run along the spine of the F-4. The hinged 
panel immediately behind the cockpit protects iho twin fuel access nmuJe-a ol 
the number two Lute me] tank, The distinctive winged sword omblem of the 
Tactical Air Wariere Corner is clearly visible within Iha freshly sprayed crest on 
the Phantom Us fuselage 

Above Also having na fuel tanks checked is FUE S7&3iT3, q vole ran machine 
which was part of the second batch of Echo model Phantom Us built for the Air 
Force The 4465th has seven F-4Esatistrength, with thispsTticular 'StLouis 
Sluggui' being the oldest of them all 
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jIhnTe and righi With the heal rising Erom. the pale Egliti ramp, ihe ciew of Uvia 
I" -4 add, 1e ihe ambient tempt: c ature oi the LnuTtedtitiB hxnia with the jet afflux 
from thnsr twin JT9s sol on idle while (he prehights are completed Everything 
operating at stthould. the craw get the thumb*-up from iho crew chief 1o send 
them on i he it way. One o! the youngest F-4Ea at EgLln. ihu pariicuUr ttiachuie 
was psictai ft group of +fl built Ear the ITSAF in 1973, two other airframes from (ho 
earns batch also gracing (he +465Ih ramp. As with ail later model F-tEi, (hit 
uxerah hat the extended fairing bartmth the nosn which howm> (he longer 
barrelled. uprated thiiod of the venerable MftJ A120 nun cannon 
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Above Although nut no historically important ;i,a '929. this PF-4C oflhe 4465th TS 
nevertheless perforins alerting work .m * developmental platform for now 
tesmniiaiaiinco devices under real lor the USAF. Looking slighty weathered, 
A0362 aa ono ol bur KF-4u flown by the squadron. TllO camera Installation just 
forward of the air conditioning inlei can house either lateral or side-looking' 
oblique JtS-8? cameras. Framed by a pair of protruding radar warning 
anteimaa, the IS-B7 camel a mounted m ihe "chuor nose section oE thoRF-4 is 
mwi specifically in Lew altitude iwmn«UHnoa work 

Right The 3246th operaiea a tom) of mwi Phantom nr; five f-4Dt end two F-4&. 
Cnnojnna glinting brightly in the sun. this Dolt* model is having its avionics 
pruned before ilistraw arrive to toko it skyward. The white fairing around Iho 
windscreen indicates that this aircraft baa recently been a guest ol the Tesi 
W mg’s tnaintDnance shop, perhaps as a resell el a bird strike during a some. 
The prominent fairing beneath iho radomo bouses anlonna associated with iho 
PJm ■$£{%$ radar homing and warning ays tom (RHAW5), Although an ‘oldy 1 by 
today's standards, iho F-4D wns responsible for more MtGldDs during the 
Vietnam War lhan any other aircraft typo, a total of 4S Soviet built fighters falling 
victim 1o tu nnasde and gun firo 
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L*ft Perhaps besi described u (ho ‘Sidewinder' oE atr-lo-gt ound mtWtfOs, the 
Kiighot AGM-65 Maverick ti the mosi pi qhfio goaded round in the U5AF arsenal, 
aiock* g< ihn Delia mod t>l alone amounting to Hl.Bfrl mdts. Du vn loped in the 
] 960*. 1 ) 1 * basso AGH o;A ld TV guided, a small camera m the no*e a! the 
miHite tracking onto ihe target through input conliolsby die pilot. Once 
launched, the missile homes Ln on die i.irgoi setonwitically Vaiioui models of 
the Maverick have since appeared using laser tracking, infrared seeker heads 
and Unproved Scene Magnification optics Warheads fined ie the basic ACM -65 
have also differed, the U$ Navy. for example. using a heavy panel taier device 
la tackle die armour ol warships, This particular round is an inert AGM-65A 
which to* been ihghlly modified wiih more efficient optic* and is undergoing 
guidance tests over ihe Eghn range The imasUe'a mount, the jroungwtF-4Eon 
strength wtthih*44fffrih TS„ u equipped wiih a Target Idcnnbcauon System 
Electro-Optica I [T15EQ} device. the spherical Wring homing a telescopic 
camera which is slaved lo a TV receiver in the rear cockpit of iho aircraft 
Developed by Northiop. and Sited to moil late production F-4Es, theTlSEG 
gives the aucraii Maverick muulu capability 

Albova The earth shakes as an unarmed F-4E teaves EgUh accompanied by the 
thundering roar of the twin J79* buried in the aircraft's fuselage 


I0l 















ScOJ camouflaged m the old South-east 
Asian schema, 1' 4E 72k&B hies a Elvq 
AGM-63 Maverick round high above 
the EgLin weapons toiling ™gs, 
Mnoh of the development work 
carried out Oh thn Hughes ituxslIio has 
Inkon place at Eglin, the 44BSlh TS 
and the 3246th TW E. L £pundmq 
hundreds of rounds testing various 
warheads and guidance systems The 
inutile has a range of approximately 
40 ItlbnMiici and wi travel al 
speeds approaching Mach L .2 
(UsAF phew?) 
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The ‘ Aardvark’ 




LoR Pustiating (he 'heavier' *id^ of she 3246tb TW Beef, this F-1IIE ia □ r,n of 
f™ currently on strength with the Armament Division. The -Aardvniks* aie 
heavily involved in vaiiou* program me* concerning both armament 
development and mcre&aed ECM eapebPiies, live uie»A ending many Itcmt* 
Uie Ihroar iLmuliieis and electronic wartare evaluative i^nDtni which 
peppate the Tactical Air Wail* re Centro (TAWC) ranges; *i Eghn This 
parhcutar machine hu ice largo nose panela agape, allowing the bespectacled 
reuiifiietiarico man easy acces* to the Flighl control computer* and digiu] 
avionics system* buried wiihin the slander forward contour* of the F-l ] ] 



Below Not the eleaniui of workplace*, e diminutive 'groundin' goia-tfown to 
bnamu** within the pore exhaust riwudo. As with most modern combat nr craft, 
the Fill's untiles ere fully vnriabLe and move according to the power setting* 
chosen by the crew. Because gfihe extreme heat generated by the twin Pratt & 
Whitney TF30*. the Hcol, nozzle plate* tendlo warp and aeparatn after continual 
aie, *o considerable cane » taken 1o examine the 'iwjji cans' at regular intervals 
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Talon tester 



■ 

The safest aupe raome aircraft m the USAF invemory, ihe dinicnulive T-3fl Talon 
-Lis apciiiini.inyhDii.TS in the- blue ikies over Egiin escorting various types on 
tasl flights. tn Borvtoe [gr ever 2fi years. die Talo-iFs ternplicily, viceless flying 
cdaracicrtfiics arid generous power euiputhavo made Lhu aeioplanc .1 [*Ycmnte 
with all that have flown ll. flolh the UEAF and US Navy fly Uve T-3S extensively on 
testingduties. 'iASA else having a [urge Hoot of 34 aircraft used for shuttle crew 
prolleteifuy trending wdns generallaai cetmtninjentions 'hacks'. Whvteiis Lho 
majorny of the 1000 strong Talon fled we* r the Alt Tranung Command (ATC) 
badge, the hvo T -33a at Eglin, and. the IS machine* at Ed wa rds. have thv 
dwtmetive blue and while Air Force Systems Command fAF5t> emblem 
on their hns 
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Rlghl Throughout its Jong mjvvm career the TaJoh has always worn tht: 
standard ovetall glass white iranung colour*, n scheme which serves equally 
well when il cornea to testifying However, ass rule the AFSC ilooi of T-38» are 
maintained in wen belter condition than then immaculate ATC brothers. The 
bright red 'bultoeyci' on the spue oi the aircraft indicate the position* of the fool 
hllct caps on the starboard nde o! the aircraft. Tha small decal just forward of 
the rod circles la Hie badge oi the SSi-Eib TW 
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VIPs 


LeH Smil mg, r.n doubt, because they HTB on lh» ground JUVd cul tri the JTIUIlty 
weather above, a mated group of Army and Air Foret ‘brui n pick: up their 
belongings ,md arc ushered towards atioae mucid-inu iranepgrt. Wearing a two 
■tar board on ihe bumper, th* ChtyrinT wi I ho foreground is soon to t» graced 
with dig praaenen oE a Tidiul Aii Command gthdtal, Him at the extreme right 
carrying hts luggage towards Lhc %ud vdhiefo. The small looking Laurel C.2IA 
belongs to the HGZnd Military Airlift Squadron assigned to MAC at Andrew* 
AFS in Maryland- Joe Cool", irilh die ear delnndars around hi* leg, will move in 
and service ibe aircrali altar Una YIP* have departed A* is becoming more: and 
mote prevalent in the lore® of Uio 1990s. Mr 'Cool 1 is a minium. wmiTacted by 
the US AF to perform these tasks 


Below A tad. carpel for all season*., this piece o£ suitably decorated tarmac *1 
Eglin Ln.rvc-K the newly arrived visitor in no doubt .smio the identify of iheir hosts 
at tha Florida base 







Thn ITS AT currently ha* SO C.21 A* m 
«rrtci). on the in reran being hired 
from Cum in in okghnyoar 


agreement tracing s ] TB.4 million. 
Signed in. SepHunbor 1983. the 
conuati uw [he Leaner replace Ihe 
vereran North American Ct-M 
Sabreliner in MAC wmpj. Along 
with dm Boothtrali C-12F Super King 
Air, ihoC-ZI tonrwtJwOpqiniDial 
Support An trail Heel of die USAS, 
serving mainly in live USA. but iU*o to 
tho Pacrhc and Europe All new-build 
airframe*, the G-21 A ip bawd on the 
hugely DucoL-aadul Lear jet Model 3SA. 
the Air Force using the aircraft in dm 
cargo delivery, personnel 
movement. proPcmncy naming and 
medical evacuation rote* 
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Eglin 

marvels 


Although no* as common on *5 
4489th IS ramp u The venerable 
Phantom El, hvu i'- 16s worn ‘Of 
uiloodo* novortivolo** Coplurmi 
aeeonda aftei rotation on a (till- 
aftaibumioj: lakw-aff. thti F- E6C is one 
tA thltHS CSliLt Ut- models on strm-igtli 
with the Teal Sqoad ron. Diverlod 
from a batch (rf ?- 1 SCa delivered to 
(ho M3id TFW *i 5hnw AFB in South 
Carolina in 1 88S. B3154 is carrying a 
Single-moil AIM-9 round On Lho 
starboard wmglip Tail, Thus remaining 
two Fighting Falcons 0® the 4485*h 
boots am mid-prod notion Alpha 
mod a la 
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Lrfl Quo of live more unique EaaiLtius regularly uaed at Eglin in the ctunatic 
conlroLbuiJdhg whore temperature* ranging ft cm BBT id , lf5Tcanbe 
gonc-ratod. Taking on the appearance of a Rockwell ‘igtoo’* iha haven B-1B fus 
chiUedeui at 60'C. These main opsmo that the aircraft's systems wriJL function 
in «tmolly any wo»tho r, Don 'i be alarmed by iho ghoul? log* in the foreground 
and near the nasagsar of the B. 1 B; ihoy belong to technician* who wore 
captured on him during the prefgnged shutter release ot ike catnot*! 
{USAPphotf) 

Above By tar the largest user of the F-IB family is the 3246th Teat Wing, no tea* 
ih.an ton Fighting Fatoon* wearing the distinctive A£SC badge arid Amwnwni 
Division codes on their fins. Wearing a pLint.tubo Snsioonnd with ultra-aenMtive 
measuring devices attached to its noao. and small video cameras j,uw forward of 
Uio tailplanoB. this F-ISA is photographed at height during one of tho many 
Fighting f'aicotr/KARM missile coTispaiabdity sorties carried out over the 
electronic ranges at Egkn An advanced anti- radar round, built by Texas 
Insirumeta, the AGM-BBA ts row in frontline use with moil F-16 squadrons in the 
USAF after trials carrried out by the 4246th found the missile perfectly suitable 
for iha General Dynamics fighter Two practice Sidewinder missiles are also 
mounted on the outer pylon* of this Fighting Falcon ip tost Whether the rocket 
propulsion from the nciiv.iipd HARM affects the AAM round when the rmssifo 
loaves Ihe aircraft. Six F-16 A* are assigned 10 ihe Wmg along with a solitary 
Seta model 'twin-mb'and a trio of Chaika model airframes C LEAFyjJraro) 
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Above Keeping thenumy aircraft at Eglin serviced and ready tolly is a oomplei 
lob performed with military pieeialati by the trows of the various nuns. A 
eonai^Uy updated chechbonrd u kept in theMaintenance Control Budding 

Whore thn current Utah LX of Aircraft on the ramp IS easily visible Ip mlooUing ind 
rearming com rollers- 

High! A variety of frontline types sir among si the cEumqr of rampauniliety 
equipmani. The eiviban Laarji.-i n (ho end o! the lino is a 'Sana n Crow 1 ECM 
training machine operated by flight bnamational os an aid io bath pilots and 
ground intercept concr&llbxs ntibn. Barr winded by the mandatory orange 
security' conn*, ihe visiting E-3B Setnry parked m ihc background belongs to 
theS63id Aiibsme w.imsng & Control Srpradron. baBed al Tinker AFB. 
Oktnboina. The mighty Sentry regularly deploys 10 Egliti io help F IS crews 
(ram the 33rd TFW sharpen up then intercept capabilities 
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Gpp&* Lee above Hot ihe proibesl looking member of he 32«th Qoal, Ihn A- 3 D 
Thunderbolt d u nevertheless an important platform t« weapon* testing at 
EgUn. Two ‘Warthogs ire on strength with the Test Wing. as well .is anodim 
three with Lira 4485th Toit Sgusdron Thu aircraft ha* Jim retractable bearding 
Ladder extended and the panel which coven* the electrical system relay 
switches loosened ready ror tnapecimn 


Opposite below The USAF uuiiaa* a mas* erf pnrpq*e-bai3l equipment to aid in 
the handling and mounting o| stores on aircraft. Thu powerfuL little device, a 
coftvo rwqn from the MJ-1 munitions loader. allows ihe groundciew to affix Lhis 
ECM jatnnrar pod mue an a waiting F-15 both qiuckly and officiemly 

Abo ve Most nta]*r Air Force bans in the USA have a muieibn or collection of 
tualorie aircraft EgLui's display is nit a far larger scale than most. Ilia standard of 
the aircraft sit dlspl ay, and the diversity of the types housed within ihe museum 
complex being guile breathtaking. The vasi array of ordnance scattered 
amongst the aircraft in ihu view indicates the importance sT the armament 
tearing rota carried out a ihe base 
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HciliUlhs hiitoricilurcrdt ue undercover though, itui^vrcontuiy-unn 
fighter* combatting the harsh Florida weather logethar. The F- 10 IB Voodoo in 
the foragi-ootid *onh the correct Air Defense Command grey that adorned 
these aircraft whilst in service, hut the scheme on the Ended F- LOQC Super Sabre 
m the background appears to be something el a' what pami have we got in the 
store?' job! 
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The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes the 
enthusiast behind the scenes on the world's 
major airbases. Here’s what's happening on 
the Eglin ramp today... 



SUPERBASE titles in print: 

1 NELLIS * 2 MIRAMAR * 3 RAMSTEIN 
4 DECI ■ 5 M1LDENHALL * § CHERRY POINT 
1 KADENA ■ 8 FALLON * 9 YUMA * 10 BITBURG 
11 UPPER KEYFORD * 12 EDWARDS * 13 WILLIAMS 
14 FORT BRAGG - 15 NAVY JAX ■ 16 KANEOHE BAY 
II EGLIN ■ 18 COLD LAKE 
Future SUPERBASE titles: 

TYNDALL ■ NEW ORLEANS 
KEYWEST ■ EL TORO ■ PENSACOLA 
OSAN • DIJON 

Sole distributors far the LISA ; 


4*THi1rd In Ibutf; fcriikt; 










